Plenty of room for Scarlett
and Mamou in Round Lake

APARTMENT WATCH
Couple needed
pet-friendly place
for dog and cat

BY CELESTE BUSK
chusk@suntimes.com

Finding a pet-friendly
apartment development
was a high priority for
Amber Smith.

The 25-year-old Smith
rents an apartment at
Coventry Glen Apartments
at Valley Lakes in northwest
suburban Round Lake,
Smith moved into a 2-bed-
room apartment last sum-
mer with her significant
other, Judd Kiddie, as well
as Scarlett the dog and
Mamou the cat,

“When I was looking for
an apartment, my search
was limited because a lot of
places don't allow pets,”
said Smith, a certified nurs-
ing assistant and nursing
school student.

‘“After I came in to tour
Coventry Glen, we were of-
fered a great deal — $1,200
upfront on a 12-month lease.
The money covered pet fees
and other apartment fees. It
was a great deal.”

Coventry Glen Apart-
ments at Valley Lakes rests
on a well-maintained land-
scape and features 280
apartments in 14 buildings.
Rents for 1-bedroom apart-
ments range from $700 to

Coventry Glen Apartments at \hliey Lakes in nnrthwest suburban Round Lake have ZBI:I units
in 14 buildings. Individual garage spaces also are available. | RICHARD A. CHAPMAN-SUN-TIMES

QUICK PEEK

WHAT: Coventry Glen
Apartments at Valley Lakes,
Round Lake

RENTS: 1 and 2 bedrooms
from $700-$1,095
AMENITIES: Heated outdoor
pool, clubhouse, fitness cen-
ter, cyber cafe, business cen-
ter

INFORMATION: Call (847)
740-2300; www.rmk.com

$825 and 2-bedrooms range
from $1,050 to $1,095.
Apartments have in-unit
washer and dryer, patios or
balconies, wall-in closets,
gourmet kitchens, luxury
baths and wall-to-wall car-
peting. Each home offers a
work station (a small com-
puter nook) with six-line
telephone outlets and ac-
commodations for high-

speed Internet access. Indi-
vidual garage spaces with
remote controlled openers
are also available,

Finding a large apart-
ment was also important to
Smith and Kiddie, One-bed-
room apartments at Coven-
try Glen have from 710 to
782 square feet of space and
2-bedrooms have 1,100 to
1,200 square feet of space,

“This is my first time liv-
ing with my boyfriend and I
wanted enough space for us
and the pets. Our apart-
ment is very large,” Smith
said.

“I also like our apartment
because even though we're
on the second floor, we have
a private entrance from the
ground floor;” she said. “We
also have a corner unit and
we have views of a forest
area and the development.”

Renters at Coventry Glen
also enjoy amenities such

as: heated, outdoor pool;
sundeck with gas grills and
a fitness center (use in-
cluded in the rent). Other
amenities include a club-
house, cyber cafe and busi-
ness center with computers,
fax machine and copier.

“The business center is
wonderful and so useful,”
Smith said. “Being a nurs-
ing student, I have to print
out syllabuses for classes.
As a nursing assistant, T
have to fax in timesheets, so
1 use the business center all
the time.”

Christine Kneeland, prop-
erty manager for RMK, the
management company, says
location is one of the best
features of Coventry Glen.

“We're not located in a
high traffic area like Gurnee
or Vernon Hills,” she said
“The complex is off the
main road and it's quiet and
beautiful here.”
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Natural bath
products are
friendlier to
your skin.

And if you're -
remodeling,
look for tile
made from re-
cycled materi-
als. | sHus

The bathroom is a great
place to go green. Here are
some ideas:

Think organic cotton:
Bath linens made from or-
ganic cotton are not only
comfy and soft, but they re-
quire fewer pesticides to pro-
duce than regular cotton
towels. Manufacturers that
use the slightly more expen-
sive organic cotton also tend
to use natural dyes.

Consider replacing your
vinyl shower curtain with a
heavy cotton duck curtain,
says Annie B. Bond, author
of Home Enlightenment and
executive producer of green-
living content at Care2.com,
a site devoted to natural
health, “The plasticin a
shower curtain is PVC, and
the plasticizers in PVC are
hormone disrupters,” she
says. "Those toxic ingredi-
ents can become airborne.”

Try an all-natural ap-
proach: Natural bath prod-
ucts are friendlier to your
skin than chemical-laden of-
ferings from major cosmet-
ics companies, and they
won't create toxic air pollu-
tion. Visit the Environmental
Working Group's Skin Deep
‘Web site, www.ewgorg/

Try natural approach
for ‘green’ bathroom

reports/skindeepZ/index.php,
to research products.

Be water-wise: A low-flow
showerhead can reduce wa-
ter consumption by 30 per-
cent, yet still provide a pres-
surized spray. Another nifty
gadget, a gray-water di-
verter, sends used water
from the shower or bathtoa
collection container for dis- =
tribution to your garden.

Insulating your water
heater and lowering its ther-
mostat to 120 degrees makes
areal difference in the
amount of energy used to
heat your morning shower.
And consider replacing your
toilet with a low-flow model.

Use recycled building
products: Remodeling your
bathroom? Seek out tile
made from recycled materi-
als for floors, baths, showers
and countertops. Thanks to
the popularity of recycling,
colors and finishes are plen-
tiful,

Clean green: Get rid of
the harsh chemicals you use
to clean tubs and toilets. Pay
attention to the government-
mandated warning labels on
cleaning products.
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Frogram Rals 1-year adjustable morigage trend

30 yr fixed 4,875 0.000 $1300 20% 4.944 30 yrfixed 4.875 1.000 $1300 20% 5.033 30 yr fixed 4.950 0.000 $1050 20% 5.030 | s
15 yr fixed 4,250 0.000 $1300 20% 4.368 |15 yrfixed 4125 1.000 $1300 20% 4.393 |15 yrfixed 4500 0000 $1050 20% 4.509 |aZo
10 yr fixed 4.125 0.000 $1300 20% 4.294|3/1 ARM 3500 1.000 $1300 20% 3.134 |5/1 jumbo ARM 4.750 0.000 $1050 20% 3.675 7. 30
5/1 ARM 3.750 0.000 $1300 20% 3.830|5/1 ARM 3.625 1.000 $1300 20% 3.283|5/1 ARM 3.875 0.000 $1050 20% 3.337 o :

Streamline refinance closing in 25 days. Open every day.
(€) 2580 Foxtield Road, Suite 202, §1. Charles, IL 60174

100% financing program for Veterans!
(B) 10410 8. Roule 31, Sulte 2, Algonquln, IL 60102 MB.6760504 | (B) 1901 N. Reselie Ad., Suite 320, Schaumbury, IL 60195
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